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THE SLAVS OF NORTHERN HUNGARY* 
By B. C. WALLIS 

[With three separate maps, Pis. XI-XIII, facing p. 280.] 

The Slavs of northern Hungary inhabit the monntainons country on 
the southern slopes of the northern Carpathian Mountains and reach in 
both the west and the east as far south as 48° N. latitude. The area may 
be divided into three main divisions: Slovachia in the west which marches 
with Moravia in Austria, the home of the Moravians who are akin to the 
Slovaks; Euthenia-Slovachia in the centre, which borders Galicia on the 
north with the Poles in the west of Galicia and the Euthenians in the east ; 
and Euthenia in the east which touches eastern Galicia and Bukovina, so 
that the Euthenians lie on both sides of the Hungarian boundary. Within 
the confines of Hungary, Slovachia adjoins German Magyaria which lies 
south and west of the Danube and north of the Drave; Euthenian Slo- 
vachia marches with Magyaria in Central Hungary, and Euthenia lies 
north of Eumanian Hungary. 

Population 

The total population of these three districts is approximately 4,000,000 
and is contained within an area of 28,000 square miles, which is but sparsely 
inhabited in the more elevated northern fringe. The relation to Hungary 
as a whole is shown on Table I, p. 157 (accompanying ^'The Eumanians 
in Hungary") . The country mainly peopled by the northern Slavs is inter- 
mediate in size between the states of West Virginia and South Carolina. The 
average density of the population in northern Hungary is 147 per square 
mile, which is roughly three times that of the two American States, and 
exceeds that of Eumanian Hungary. 

Slovachia contains the only three municipalities in the north of Hun- 
gary: Pozsony (Pressburg), on the Danube, has a population of 78,000 in 
an area of nearly 2,000 acres (cf. Passaic, N. J., with 72,000 inhabitants 
and 2,000 acres) ; Kassa contains 44,000 inhabitants, and has an acreage 
of 2,400 ; and Selmeczbanya, including Belabanya, has 15,000 people spread 
over 2,200 acres. There are, however, many smaller townships, especially 
in the center and west ; in fact, these small urban areas are more numerous 
than elsewhere in Hungary. 

* This is the second of a series of four articles. The first, "The Rumanians in Hungary." appeared in 
the August Review; the third and fourth, "The Slavs of Southern Hungary," and "Central Hungary : Mag- 
yars and Germans," will appear in sequence. An explanatory note on the maps accompanies the first 
article. 
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The People of Northern Hungary 

Details regarding the changes in the popnlation of northern Hungary 

during the decade 1900-10 are given in Table I, which corresponds with 

Table III, p. 159, in the first article (in which Table II, p. 158, represents 

the popnlation increase by nationalities in Hungary as a whole). 

Table I — Population Changes in Northern Hungary, 1900-1910 
(Population in thousaifids) 





Total 

POPULATION 


Net 

INCREASE 

(b)-(a) 


Excess of 

BIRTHS 

OVER 
DEATHS 


Change 
(c)-(d) 


Estimated 

NET emi- 
gration 


Migration within 
Austria-Hungary 




1900 


1910 


(e)-(f) 




(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


(e) 


(f) 


(g) 



Thousands . 
Per cent — 



Thousands . 
Per cent — 



2.429 I 2.566 



828 



Slovachia 








136 297 1 
5.4 11.8 1 


-161 
6.4 


-119 

4.8 


—42 
1.6 


thenian Slovachia 








25 1 112 1 
3.0 1 13.3 1 


-87 
10.3 


-113 1 
13.4 1 


26 
3.1 



Thousands . 
Per cent 



84 
13.0 



Buthenia 

107 
16.6 



-23 
3.6 



—29 I 
4.5 I 



6 
0.9 



Slovachia contains 2,500,000 people, whose rate of natural increase 
exceeds that of Rumanian Hungary, and who lost decennially 5 per cent 
of the population by emigration at a slightly faster rate than prevailed in 
Transylvania. In addition to the emigrants a third as many people 
migrated from Slovachia to other parts of the monarchy. With only one- 
third of the population of Slovachia, Euthenian Slovachia lost almost an 
equal number by emigration, this loss being partly made up by internal 
migration. The emigration equalled the total natural increase of the popu- 
lation so that if there had been no influx of people the population would 
have been at a standstill. The rate of natural increase is higher still in 
Euthenia; and, since emigration is only equivalent in proportion to that 
from Slovachia and there was a slight inward migration, Euthenia shows 
a large increase in population during the decade. The net increase of the 
population during the last decade is not a unique phenomenon, for in Table 
II and Figure 1 it is indicated that the increase in Euthenia has pro- 
ceeded at an almost constant rate since 1880, and that the increase in 
Slovachia has always been intermediate between those for the other two 
districts. The Magyars form from one-quarter to one-third of the popula- 
tion in each district, and their increase in numbers was more rapid than 
that of the population on the average and was remarkably uniform, not 
only from decade to decade but as between the three separate areas. 

Compared with the Magyars the distribution of the Jews shows impor- 
tant differences: in Euthenia they form one-sixth of the population and 
they increased roughly at the same rate as the Magyars. In Euthenian Slo- 
vachia they number one-tenth of the people and show but a slight tendency 
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to increase in numbers, while in Slovachia they amount to but one twenty- 
fifth of the inhabitants and tend to decline in numbers. The Jews must 
have steadily left Ruthenian Slovachia and Slovachia or else have become 
*' official" Magyars. 

The Ruthenians form one-sixth of the people in Ruthenian Slovachia, 
where they increase quicker than the total population but not quicker than 

Table II — Nationalities in Northern Hungary, 1880 and 1910 





Slovachia 


Ruthenian Slovachia 


Ruthenia 


Nationality 


1880 


1910 


Increase 
per cent 


1880 


1910 


Increase 
PER cent 


1880 


1910 


Increase 
PER cent 




2.091 
132 


2.566 
162 


22 


743 
114 


853 
132 


15 


446 

78 


686 
120 


54 


Density per sq, mile 




Slovaks 

Thousands 

Per cent 

Ruthenians 

Thousands 

Per cent 

Magyars 

Thousands 

Per cent 

Germans 

Thousands 

Per cent 

Jews 

Thousands 

Per cent 


1,246 
60 

1 

608 
29 

121 
6 

109 
5 


1,402 
55 

1 

912 
35 

116 
5 

107 

4 


13 

50 
—4 
—2 


354 

48 

120 
16 

146 
20 

52 

7 

66 
9 


326 

38 

149 

18 

249 
29 

36 
4 

70 

8 


—8 

24 

70 

—32 

6 


1 

209 

47 

98 
22 

11 
2 

62 
14 


2 

287 
42 

178 
26 

14 
2 

111 
16 


37 

81 
27 
80 



the Magyars in the district. They number more than two-fifths of the 
population in Ruthenia, and their total increase is but half the relative 
increase which has been made by Magyars and Jews in the same area. 

The Slovaks show a relative decline in Slovachia and an absolute de- 
cline in Ruthenian Slovachia. They form 55 per cent of the population 
in the former district and 38 per cent in the latter. The Slovaks must be 
leaving these districts. The Germans show an absolute decline in the 
western and central districts, where they number about one-twentieth of 
the population; the decline in liie central district is most marked (Fig. 1). 

In Slovachia the Magyars have gained, while the Slovaks, Jews, and Ger- 
mans have been steady. In Ruthenian Slovachia the Magyars have similarly 
gained^ the Ruthenians have gained at less than half the Magyar speed, 
the Jews were steady, and the Germans have lost heavily in numbers. In 
Ruthenia the Magyars and Jews have made gains at approximately equal 
rates, the Ruthenians have gained at almost half their rate, and the small 
numbers of Germans are relatively steady. 

A comparison of Figure 1 with Figure 1, p. 158, indicates that the whole 
population of Ruthenia is increasing more rapidly, while the whole popula- 
tions of the Slovak districts is increasing more slowly, than the average for 
Hungary proper. The Magyars throughout the north have increased much 
more quickly than the Magyars on the average in Hungary proper. From 
a comparison between Figure 1 and Figure 2, p. 161, it is clear that Ruman- 
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ian Hungary is increasing in population more quickly than the Slovak 
lands, but more slowly than Ruthenia, and that while the Germans in 
Rumanian Hungary increased in numbers the Germans seriously declined in 
numbers in Ruthenian Slovachia and remained almost steady in Slovachia 
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Fig. 1— Diagram showing, by nationalities and divisions, the 
population growth in Northern Hungary from 1880 to 1910. 

itself. The population changes in Ruthenia 
are, on the whole, very similar to those which 
occurred in Rumanian Hungary. 

Ruthenians in General 

Like the Rumanians the Ruthenians are a 
minority at the western edge of a block of 
people of the same race ; the Ruthenian people 
extend eastward from Hungary across eastern 

Galicia, Bukovina, and into the southwest of Russia — the Ukraine. The 
20,000,000 Ruthenians in Russia with 3,500,000 in Austria and 500,000 in 
Hungary make an estimated total of the Ruthenians in Central Europe of 
24,000,000, which is a larger number than the present population of Hun- 
gary, approximately double the number of the neighboring Rumanians who 
live to the south, and about three times the number of the Czech-Moravian- 
Slovak group to the west. The Hungarian Ruthenians are a westward 
overflow of this people across the Carpathians, where they hold the high 
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ground of the Hungarian frontier from just east of the High Tatra to the 
Rumanian linguistic frontier ; the central portion of this area occurs where 
the Carpathians are lowest and narrowest (PI. XIII). 

The Slovaks in General 

The Slovaks of Hungary number about 2,000,000 and form about a 
quarter of the Czech group of Slavs. Of these Slovaks 1,400,000 live in 
Slovachia, half the rest in Ruthenian Slovachia, and the remained are scat- 
tered in linguistic islands over western and central Hungary. The Czechs 
are one of the most highly educated peoples in Austria-Hungary and with 
the Moravians have developed agriculture to the highest pitch it has reached 
in Austria; the Slovaks of Hungary may be termed the poor brothers of 
the Czechs. 

The Northern Slavs 

It is a matter of considerable importance that these two Slav minorities, 
which meet in the area where the Magyars approach nearest to the Poles 
(PI. XIII), form a connecting link with the Czechs of the west and the 
Little Russians of southern Russia and form a definite political and admin- 
istrative bond between Austria and Hungary, since both governments have 
to face the problem of the future development of these Slav peoples. At 
the same time, it is important that the boundary between Slovak and 
Ruthenian occurs far to the east of the Moravian Gate, through which is the 
shortest line of connection between Prussia and the German districts in 
Austria. 

In the west the northern boundary of the northern Slavs coincides with 
the political frontier of Hungary just where Hungary marches with Polish 
Galicia. In Plate XIII a portion of the county of Arva is marked as being 
the home of a people who are mostly Poles. This fact is based upon the 
census of 1910. There were no Poles officially recorded for that district in 
1900, and the population of the county of Arva has decreased since that 
year ,• it may therefore be concluded that the people now called Poles were 
officially called Slovaks in former censuses. Otherwise the Poles remain 
in Austria and the Slovaks in Hungary,- consequently, it may be held that 
the Carpathians have served as a better linguistic frontier between Poles 
and Slovaks than the mountains which fringe the Bohemian plateau have 
served as a linguistic boundary between Germans and Czechs. Yet this 
northern linguistic frontier of the Czech group of Slavs is better defined 
by physical features than the southern boundary of the Czech group of 
Slavs or the western boundary of the Rumanians or any of the boundaries 
of the Ruthenians. The southern boundary of the Slovaks within Hungary 
is indefinite; there exists neither a former historical boundary nor a pres- 
ent administrative boundary to which the southern boundary of Slovachia 
may be referred. 
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Similarly, while the linguistic boundary of the Ruthenians in Hungary 
is fairly precise, as there are but few Ruthenian islands, Ruthenia does not 
coincide with either a former kingdom, duchy, or margravate or a group of 
existing counties. Just as the linguistic frontier of the Rumanians crosses 
the left bank tributaries of the Tisza, so the southern linguistic frontier of 
the northern Slavs crosses the rivers which flow southwards to join the 
Danube or the Tisza. The Magyars, who are a traditional steppe people, 
hold the lowlands near these rivers and keep the Slavs in the hills. The 
boundary zone between the Slovaks and Ruthenians in Ruthenian Slovachia 
contains an element which is an additional complication, since groups of 
German villages almost connect the Magyars with the Poles of Galicia and 
almost separate many islands of Slovaks from the main body in Slovachia. 



Natural Increase of the Population 
Passing from west to east the excess of births over deaths increases, and 
Magyars, Slovaks, Ruthenians in ascending order is the invariable rank 
of the three peoples in regard to natural increase of the population. The 
birth rate is, as a rule, high and, in the case of the Ruthenians the usual 
conditions are reversed, since the highest birth rate is accompanied by the 

Table III — Vital Statistics, 1900-1910 



Nationality 



l^ATES PER 10,000 PER ANNUM 



Birth 



Death 



Natural 
increase 



Infant 

mortality 

per cent of 

living births 



Illegitimate 

births 

per cent OF 

total 

BIRTHS 



Slovaks . . 
Magyars . 



Slovaks 

Ruthenians- 
Magyars 





Slovachia 






389 
353 


I 271 1 118 
1 245 1 108 

Euthenian Slovachia 


20 
20 


6 

7 


355 
413 
378 


209 146 
249 164 
248 130 


18 
18 
21 


3 
3 
9 



Ruthenians. 
Magyars 



468 
416 



Euthenia 

284 
266 



184 
150 



18 
22 



4 
11 



lowest rate of infant mortality. The proportion of illegitimate births is 
highest among the Magyars. Under the head of vital statistics the Ruthen- 
ians appear as the hardiest race, the Slovaks come next, and the Magyars 
last. In comparison with similar conditions in Rumanian Hungary it 
appears that the Slavs of northern Hungary have more children than the 
Rumanians, fewer of them are born illegitimate, and approximately equal 
proportions survive the first year of life. The Ruthenian hill people make a 
better showing in these respects than the Rumanian hill people. The Mag- 
yars of the north do not evidence material differences from the Magyars 
of the east. 

Reconsidering the curves in Figure 1 in the light of the information 
displayed in Table III it becomes obvious that the curves, in the main. 
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indicate tlie results of migratory movements of the population rather than 
the results of natural increase. It may be recalled from Table I that 
the proportion of emigrants is high, especially in the case of Ruthenian Slo- 
vachia. For example, the curve for Euthenians in Ruthenia does not slope 
so steeply as the curve for the total population of Ruthenia, which means 
that the most vigorous race precisely in the area where its vigor is most 
manifest failed to increase as quickly as the average of the population of 
the district. It is requisite, therefore, to consider the migrations of the 
peoples in some detail. 



Emigration 

Emigration in Ruthenian Slovachia equalled the excess of births over 
deaths, in Slovachia it amounted to two-fifths, and in Ruthenia to just over 
a quarter of the natural increase. In Slovachia the emigration of the Slo- 
vaks was excessive and that of the Magyars below their proportion of the 

Table IV — Estimated Net Emigration, 1900-1910 
{Figures denote percentage) 





(A) Nationalities 


From: 


Slovaks 


RUTHENIANS 


Magyars 


Germans 


70 
62 


13 

49 


22 
20 
39 


5 


Ruthenian Slovachia.. • 
Ruthenia 


5 
9 








(B) Destinations 


From: 

Slovachia 


To: Germany 

2 


Rumania 

'4 


America 

98 


Ruthenian Slovachia. .. 


100 
95 

















population. In Ruthenian Slovachia the emigration of the Slovaks was even 
more excessive than further west, while that of the Euthenians and Magyars 
was below the average for the district. In Ruthenia the emigration of 
Euthenians was slightly above, and that of the Magyars slightly below the 
average rate. The heaviest losses by emigration, therefore, occur among 
the Slovaks. It is somewhat difficult to estimate losses by emigration among 
the Germans on account of the complication introduced by the German 
Jews; for example, in Ruthenia the Germans number 2 per cent of the 
population, while the German Jews amount to 10 per cent, and the emigra- 
tion of Germans (i. e. Germans and German Jews in unknown propor- 
tions) was 9 per cent of the total emigration. Practically all the emigrants 
from northern Hungary go to America. Figure 2 indicates the areas where 
the emigration of different nationalities exceeded in proportion their rela- 
tive numbers; the Slovak losses were very generally distributed. "With 
relatively small losses by emigration the Magyars increased in numbers 
throughout northern Hungary at a notably high rate. 
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Internal Migrations 

In Slovachia there was a loss by movement into other parts of Austria- 
Hungary which amounted to a third of the loss by emigration. Since the 
Magyars increased more quickly than their rate of natural increase would 
appear to justify, it must be concluded that the recorded outflow of citi- 
zens represents the net difference between an inflow of Magyars and an 
outflow of Slovaks. It is known that Slovaks migrate across the border into 
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Pig. 2— Cartogram of Northern Hungary showing the movement of the population. Scale, 1:5,400,000. 

For the names of the counties indicated by hair-line numerals see the key below. The counties are 
grouped to form three large divisions for the purposes of this article, Slovachia, Ruthenian Slovachia, 
and Ruthenia. The statistics in the tables and elsewhere in the text relating to these three divisions 
are based on the constituent counties as here shown. 

Key to Counties: 1, Pozsony; 2, Nyitra; 3, Trencs6n; 4, Tur6cz; 5, Bars; 6, Esztergom; 7. Hont; 
8, Z61yom; 9, Lipt6; 10, Arva; 11, NogrAd; 12, Gomor; 13, Szepes; 14, SAros; 15, Abauj-Torna; 16, Zempl6n; 
17, Ung; 18, Bereg; 19, Ugocsa; 20, MAramaros. 

Moravia and to Vienna; consequently the Magyar increase in Slovachia 
represents a gain in nationality figures as a result of an influx of Magyars. 
It has been suggested that there has been a deliberate falsification of the 
census returns — that people who are really Slovaks have been recorded as 
Magyars. In view of the facts here presented such a hypothesis does not 
appear to be necessary as an explanation of the changes which have 
occurred. The determinable facts appear to be sufficient to explain in 
the mass the changes in the proportions of Slovaks and Magyars. 

In Kuthenian Slovachia there has been a gain by internal migration 
equal to the whole net increase of the population. In this area the known 
facts indicate a tremendous loss by emigration of the Slovaks and a great 
loss in numbers among the Germans. It is credibly asserted that some Ger- 
mans and German Jews become Magyars between one census and the next, 
and such a ''Magyarization'' may account in part for the great increase of 
the Magyars ; but the detailed figures for the villages show that the Mag- 
yar increase occurs very generally for each decade throughout the area. 
Under such circumstances the suggestion of ''falsification" of the census 
returns does not appear to be necessary; this opinion is supported very 
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strongly by the steadiness of the Magyar curves for the three decades as 
shown in Figure 1 ; and by a comparison between the curves for the Slovak 
areas and those for Ruthenia. 

In Ruthenia there was a slight gain in population by an inflow of out- 
siders, but the main cause of the increase lies in the exceptional fertility of 
the inhabitants. The Magyars gained most from the inflow from without. 

A conspectus of the migratory movements of the people as they oc- 
curred in the several counties is provided in Figure 2. In Slovachia there 
was an excessive Slovak emigration from eleven counties out of thirteen, 
and there was in addition loss by internal migration from five of the thir- 
teen counties. There was a notable inflow of Magyars into five counties, 
and one of Jews into one county. Each of the four counties in Ruthenian 
Slovachia had an inflow of Magyars and an excessive emigration of Slo- 
vaks, and in three of the counties the emigration was about three times the 
magnitude of the inward internal migration; while in two counties the 
emigration exceeded the natural increase of the population. These facts, 
as well as the presence of Ruthenians and Slovaks within the same admin- 
istrative area, form the justification for the classification of these four 
counties separately from Ruthenia on the east and Slovachia on the west 
and south. They serve, further, to indicate a definite tendency, well shown 
in Figure 2, of the Magyars to extend from the Alfold towards the Car- 
pathian boundary, just where the mountains are lowest and the plains 
extend furthest north. 

In Ruthenia there has been both an inflow of Magyars and an outflow 
of Ruthenians in the case of each of the three counties; the Ruthenian 
emigration was excessive from one county, and the emigration of Magyars 
was excessive in the case of another county. Curiously enough this last 
county is the one with the greatest proportion of lowland. Emigration 
swamps the inward migration in each of these two counties. 

It must be concluded, therefore, that the Magyars tend to move north- 
wards from the center of Hungary into the whole of the area occupied by 
the northern Slavs, and that this movement has been steadily in progress at 
least since 1880 and is strongest just where its final success would serve 
to put a barrier of Magyars between the Ruthenians and the Slovaks. 
There is no evidence of a compensatory movement of the Slavs in the oppo- 
site direction from the hills to the lowlands as has been noted in the case 
of the Rumanians. 

Religions 

There are few adherents of the Eastern Church in northern Hungary. 
Some Magyars and Slovaks are Protestants, but the majority of the people 
acknowledge the authority of the Pope at Rome, either as Roman Catho- 
lics or as Uniates. As in Rumanian Hungary, there are some Magyar 
Uniates. Ruthenians are usually Uniates; roughly three-quarters of the 
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Slovaks are Eoman Catholics. The differences in the Magyar religions are 
noteworthy; in Slovachia most are Eoman Catholics, in Euthenia most are 
Calvinists, and in the central area the two religions are professed almost 
equally. There is, therefore, a sharp division in Euthenia on the basis of 

Table V — Religious Adherence 
(Peroentage of total for each nationality) 



Nationality 



Calvinist 



Lutheran i Uniate 



Jewish 



Others 



Slovaks . . . 
Magyars . . • 

Slovaks — 
Ruthenians 
Magyars . . . 

Ruthenians 
Magyars . . . 



70 

2 

39 



Slovachia 

I 25 1 

19 r 4 1 

Buthenian. Slovachia 

.. I 7 I 

39 I v. I 

Buthenia 



20 
95 
13 



94 
15 



religion between the two peoples — Euthenian and Magyar; but among the 
Slovaks only the Magyar Calvinists are separated by religious beliefs from 
the Slovaks. 

Elementary Education 
It has already been noted that while Eumanian Hungary enjoys singu- 
lar treatment as regards education, the Eumanians are very illiterate. 
Euthenia enjoys similar treatment; it contains a still larger proportion 
of children who do not attend school and the Euthenians are still more 

Table VI — Elementary Education, 1910 





Percentage OF 

TOTAL NUMBER 
OF CHILDREN 

BETWEEN 6 AND 
14 NOT ON THE 
SCHOOL REGIS- 
TEES 


Peecentageof 
the uneegis- 
teredwhoare 

officially 
excused from 

SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE 


Percentage of the schools 




(i) which are: 


(ii) where the language 

OF INSTRUCTION IS: 




State or 
communal 


Church 


Magyar 


Non-Magyae 


Slovachia 

Ruthenian Slovachia . 
Ruthenia 


8 

5 

34 

12 

12 


25 
33 
20 
21 
29 


18 
18 
34 
35 
25 


79 
81 
66 
62 
74 


87 
95 
84 
99 

78 


13(a) 
5(b) 

16(c) 
1 

22(d) 


Hungary proper 



(a) 13 per cent Slovak. 
8 per cent Ruthenian. 



(b) 2 per cent Slovak, 2 per cent German. (c) 8 per cent Rumanian, 
(d) 14 per cent Rumanian, 3 per cent German, 3 per cent Slovak. 



illiterate than the Eumanians. It must, therefore, be concluded that the 
Euthenians, like the Eumanians, are neglected educationally. They form 
40 per cent of the population of Euthenia, yet the language of instruction, 
is Euthenian in no more than 8 per cent of the schools; Eumanian is the 
language of instruction in an equal number of schools although the Euman- 
ians are not one quarter so numerous. The proportion of state or com- 
munal schools in Euthenia is well above the average for both Hungary 
proper and for Eumanian Hungary and is equal to that for Magyaria. 
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If the Euthenians and Rumanians are neglected, the Slovaks are 
oppressed. Although a much smaller proportion of the children escape 
from attendance at school, the state or communal schools are below the 
average in number, and the number of schools where Magyar is the lan- 
guage of instruction is out of all relation to the Magyar proportion of the 
population; the discrepancy is greatest in Ruthenian Slovachia, precisely 
where the Magyar influx is most marked. Despite this oppression the 
Slovaks are not so illiterate a people as either the Rumanians or Ruthen- 
ians; like their kinsmen, the Czechs, the Slovaks are comparatively the 
best educated of the ''subject races." 

Public Health 
A disproportion in the medical service as between Magyar and Rumanian 
has previously been noted ; the disproportion between Magyar and Ruthen- 
ian is even more marked. Ruthenians rarely receive attention from a 



Table VII— Public Health, 1901-1910 



Percentage of deaths 



NOT 

treated 



NOT 
CERTIFIED 



BY A PHYSICIAN 



Causes of death (percentage) 



Tuberculous 
diseases 



Pneumonia 
OR pleurisy 



Congenital 
debility 



Senile 
debility 



Not 
classified 



Slovaohia 



Slovaks . . 
Magyars.. 



72 
54 



64 
50 



14 
16 



10 

7 



Buthenian Slovaohia 



Slovaks 

Ruthenians . 
Magyars 



85 


85 


90 


90 


42 


37 



13 
21 
15 



ButJienia 



Ruthenians . 
Magyars 



53 



98 
50 



12 
15 



11 
9 
9 



12 



15 
15 



18 
20 
14 



20 
17 



15 
17 



20 
17 
11 



14 
11 



16 
20 



11 

7 
24 



4 
17 



doctor either before or after death. In the case of the Slovaks, the Slovaks 
of Ruthenian Slovachia receive less consideration than the Slovaks of Slo- 
vachia, while the reverse is the case among the Magyars of these two dis- 
tricts. On the whole, deaths from tuberculosis are more frequent among 

Table VIII — Public Health Service, 1910 





NUMBEE OF PEOPLE PEE: 


NUMBEE OF females 


Division 


Physician 


Phaemacy 


Hospital bed 


PEE MIDWIFE 


Slovachia 


4.200 
4.700 
7,400 
1,900 
3.500 


9.000 
9.500 
14.000 
7.600 
8.600 


555 
730 
680 
270 
490 


920 


Ruthenian Slovachia 


970 




1,030 


Macrvaria 


540 




700 







the northern Slavs than in Rumanian Hungary. Among the Magyars 
here, as in Rumanian Hungary, deaths from pneumonia and kindred 
ailments are not so frequent. 
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The proportion of deaths not officially classified among the main groups 
of causes of mortality is low where the medical service is poor, as in Ru- 
manian Hungary, and this fact is a reminder that too much reliance can not 
be placed upon the official classification of causes of death. 

The proportion of doctors, pharmacies, etc., to the population is notably 
low in Ruthenia, where each doctor, for example, serves four times as many 
people as a doctor in Magyaria. In each particular regarding the public 
health service the northern districts fall below the average for Hungary 
proper. 

Economic Conditions 
Throughout the whole of the north of Hungary the women are relatively 
more numerous than the men. This fact is not surprising in the case of 
the Slovaks, from among whom there is a large emigration ; yet it is some- 
what unexpected in the case of the Magyars, among whom the dispropor- 
tion is least. Children below 6 years of age are more numerous, because 

Table IX — Economic Conditions 
(Bural Comnmnities) 



Nationality 



Num- 
ber OF 
WOMEN 
PER 
1.000 
MEN 



Age groups (percentage) 



0-6 



6-14 



15-60 OVER 60 



Percentage 
of popula- 
tion over 6 

YEARS OF age 
ILLITERATE 



Houses (percentage) 



Stone 
or 

BRICK 



Timber 



With 
thatched 

ROOFS 



People 

PER 
HOUSE 



Magyars I 1,025 1 16 

Slovaks 1 1.130 1 17 



Magyars I 1,075 

Slovaks 1.115 

Ruthenians.. . | 1,140 



20 
22 



55 
53 



SlovacMa 

I 9 I 



21 
30 



19 
24 



60 



39 
21 



Buthenian SlovacMa 

I 7 I 
I 7 I 

Buthema 



16 


22 


55 


7 


28 


32 


3 


49 


18 


24 


50 


8 


45 


16 


64 


33 


18 


26 


49 


7 


70 


10 


88 


45 



Magyars 1,046 16 

Kuthenians. . . 1,075 20 



22 
22 



55 

52 



28 
78 



28 



33 

56 



I 5.4 
I 5.6 



6.0 
4.9 
5.3 



6.0 

4.8 



of the greater fertility already noted; and old people, over 60 years of 
age, are less numerous proportionately among the northern Slavs than in 
Transylvania. 

The Magyars have the best houses and the Kuthenians the worst; more 
than five Ruthenian houses out of six are thatched, i.e. are covered with 
a vegetable covering, which frequently presents an appearance of great 
untidiness. The proportion of timber houses depends largely upon the 
locality; where timber is not easily obtained the majority of the houses 
are built of dried clay; the Slavs live among the forested hills and use 
timber for the house walls, but they appear to be too poor to use any- 
thing but the crudest thatch for the roofs. On the average the Magyar 
house contains six people, while a Slav house contains only five; both 
these figures exceed the number of occupants, just over four, for Transyl- 
vanian houses. 
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Railway Transportation 

Railway transport in Ruthenia resembles the provision in Transyl- 
vania; in the Slovak districts it is similar to that of the Rumanian fore- 

Table X — Railways 





Mileage 


Division 


Per 100,000 inhabitants 


Per 100 SQUARE miles 




65 
63 

48 


10 


Tiuthpniaii Slovaohia 


9 


Ruthenia 


6 


Macrvaria. 


50 13 




71 10 









lands. The service is strategic and political in its purposes and, as in the 
east, fails to provide facilities for local traffic and communications. 

Summary 

The north of Hungary is a land of three nationalities with a sprinkling 
of Germans, Jews, and outcrops of Rumanians near Maramarossziget and 
of Croats near Pozsony. In the main there is one language in use in 
the schools and the people are either Western Catholics or Protestants. 
The Jews are relatively more numerous in Ruthenia than anywhere else 
in Hungary. 

The Ruthenians are a small fragment of an eastern people, and they are 
not articulate politically. Hill men in a forested region they are con- 
servative and, when modern facilities of transport for timber took away 
much of their habitual occupation of lumber haulage along the roads, 
they had considerable difficulty in adjusting life to the new conditions. 
They are a hardy, illiterate, neglected people, whose small numbers render 
them of little account politically in Hungary, while their unbroken con- 
nection through the Ruthenians of Austria with the Little Russians of 
the Ukraine gives them considerable importance at the present juncture. 

The Slovaks are probably the least important, the least capable econom- 
ically, and the least articulate politically of the three peoples who make 
up the Czech-Moravian-Slovak group of Slavs, a group which is limited 
within Central Europe to the confines of Austria-Hungary. They are pas- 
toralists and growers of root crops with a local reputation as makers of 
cheese from sheep's milk. While Ruthenians and Rumanians have been 
politically despised and administratively neglected the Slovaks have been 
actively oppressed by the Magyar bureaucracy, and the strain of the 
Magyar ** progress" has been felt most severely in Ruthenian Slovachia. 

The linguistic boundary between the Magyars and the northern Slavs 
lies in a zone near the southern edges of the Carpathians and leaves the 
Slavs in the occupation of numerous valleys without close and easy con- 
nection one with the other and, therefore, without the geographical impetus 
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of easy communications towards racial and national unity. The disintegrat- 
ing effect of the Magyar possession of the lowland is well illustrated by 
the insular character of the areas in Euthenian Slovachia where the Slovaks 
number more than 95 per cent of the inhabitants (PI. XIII). The unset- 
tled nature of this region is signified by the fact that between two censuses 
a comparatively large number of villages change their racial character 
without changing the proportional division of the people among the 
churches. A village once Magyar, becomes Slovak, and perhaps changes 
back to Magyar; other villages change from Slovak to Ruthenian or 
vice versa; but while the nationality changes the religion remains con- 
stant. ^ ^ Magyarization ' ' of the Slovak lands appears to have taken the 
form of a steady infusion of Magyars by migration, combined with con- 
siderable political oppression by Magyar officials; it has appeared to be 
much more successful than it has been in reality since it has coincided 
with Slovak emigration on a large scale. 



